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MAGAZINE WESTERN ORNITHOLOGY 


BY JOSEPH GRINNELL. 


three days from July 

last summer spent trip 

down the coast from Monterey 
the Sur River some twenty-five 
miles south. party from the 
Hopkins Laboratory including Dr. 
Jenkins and several members the 
class ornithology set out our 
wheels early Friday morning. spite 
the rough roads and almost continu- 
ous series steep hills thoroughly 
enjoyed the picturesque scenery which 
presented points new interest 
nearly every turn. The road follows 
the hillsides facing the rugged coast- 
line and crosses many ravines which 
cut down tranversely the ocean. 
The Monterey pines which make 
the forest the Monterey peninsula 
cease entirely within miles 
below Point Lobos, and then comes 
stretch perhaps fifteen miles without 
native tree any sort until the 
mouth Mill creek reached. Here 
the first redwoods were met with, and 
those most exposed the prevailing 
strong sea-breezes presented curious 
the brow ofa hill the tree tops were 
abruptly lopped off level with the 
top the sheltering ridge, those right 
the crest being only few 
height, but with broadly branching fol- 


iage. The road winds over two 
divides before finally zigzagging down 
into the deep valley the Little Sur. 
Here, toward the mouth, are several 
farms, and the south fork where the 
dense redwood timber begins sum- 
mer camp “hotel” called Idlewild. 
This made our headquarters for the 
two nights our stay. The crest 
the Santa Lucia mountains 
allel the coast here fully 3500 feet 
high, though scarcely ten miles inland 
from the sea-board. Yet the short can- 
yons which cut westward down this 
rainy and foggy Pacific shed carry even 
summer considerable streams. This 
narrow coastal slope continuation 
with California’s “humid 
and the Little Sur marks nearly its ex- 
treme southern limit. Atleast the red- 
woods characteristic this belt 
not extend far south San Simeon, 
fifty miles below; the intermediate coun- 
try seems almost incognita. 

Upon gazing over the Mill Creek 
divide into Little Sur Valley, felt 
well repaid for our last dusty climb. 
For below the dense dark forest 
looked invitingly cool and the murmur 
mountain brooks came filtering 
from the shady depths. the right, 
between the hills guarding the mouth 
the valley, shimmered the placid 
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ocean; while the left the dark wood- 
bottom forked and tongues forest 
extended the branching canyons 
between brown bare ridges until they 
dwindled out toward the higher flanks 
the lofty mountain. The effect 
the forest slope exposure and mois- 
ture was here beautifully illustrated, 
for the northeast slopes were clothed 
places nearly the top the ridges, 
while the hot southwest slopes were 
usually treeless save for occasional 
scrub oaks and stretches low brush. 
examination the avifauna clearly 
showed two distinct phases bird pop- 
ulation corresponding these two 
temperature belts. The upper ridges 
and open hillsides under the glare 
the sun and with their thin clothing 
smaller vegetation formed congenial 
home for many birds familiar the 
warm interior parts California. Here 
found such Upper Sonoran species 
redivivum, Pipilo crissalis, 
Chamea fasciata intermedia, Geococcyx 
californianus, Phalenoptilus nuttalli 


fornicus, and 


Aphelocoma californica. But down 
the deep canyons everything was dif- 
ferent. cool, damp air currents 
penetrate the valley from the ocean 
and diverge each branch and can- 
yon. One could almost trace the ores 
this air-stream ascending flow 
the limits the redwoods. These 
immense trees the South Fork 
formed dense forest, shaded that 
there was little underbrush except 
where thinned out the canyon 
sides and where felled for shingles. 
Near the upper timber limit where 
was warmer and less humid, many Doug- 
las spruces were seen,’ with tan- 
bark oaks, madrones and bay trees. 
struck unusual, least our ex- 
lower one. But here the direct effect 
the ocean more than offsets altitudi- 
nal decrease temperature and evi- 
dently accounts for the Transition with 
many Boreal elements being the low- 


est level. the thickest redwoods, 
birds were scarce, but what there were 
reminded strongly regions far 
the northward. the tangles fallen 
trees and salmon-berry bushes found 
the diminutive winter wren 
tes hiemalis rasping call 
note and occasional song sounded 
like the squeaky noise the brakes 
fledged young were taken, proving this 
the southernmost breeding station 
the species anywhere the United 
States. Creepers (Certhia 
occidentalis) were about equal the 
wrens point numbers, but were 
seen only high the tree trunks, 
usually far above dust-shot range. 
Their attenuated notes were continually 
heard favorable places. But the 
birds themselves were difficult dis- 
cern, for they were like not 
the opposite side tree, and the ven- 
quality their notes made 
their discovery still more uncertain. 
brood bob-tailed young were seen 
awkwardly clambering about tree 
trunk following their anxious parents. 
Another bird confined the deepest 
parts the woods was the Monterey 
hermit thrush, bird which found 
more elusive the more sought after 
it. first were content with list- 
ening its song which now and then 
swelled into full melodious strain only 
die away far-off tinkle. Sucha 
for seems exert hypnotic influ- 
ence, inducing one sort melan- 
choly reverie. But warded off the 
spell, remembering that here was the 
type locality guttata slev- 
With this thought came the vision 
series symmetrical skins lined 
mittee prove the existence name- 
able race. forgot the sentiment in- 
spired that wonderful song, used 
only aclue for the undoing its 
author, But proved 
wisp, for our stealthy scouting availed 
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nothing. The song still resounded just 
beyond the next screen foliage, and 
even our most seductive 
failed lure the distrustful thrush. 
And then fell under the spell 
that song again and felt sense re- 
lief that had not shot any thrushes. 
even questioned whether the Com- 
mittee could make any ruling that 
would really affect that song, the 
color the wing-length the bird. 
wandered off and shot harsh- 
voiced jays make less hurt- 
ful our soft consciences. 

The coast jays (Cyanocitta stelleri car- 
bonacea) were fairly numerous though 
keeping down the canyons, where 
they were most noticeable about clear- 
ings. Two other birds the Santa 
Cruz area were also here, but 
only sparingly represented. 
were the Point Pinos junco (/unco 
pinosus) and the Santa Cruz chickadee 
(Parus Along the upper edges 
the redwood tracts, among the tan- 
bark oaks, lutescent warblers 
thophila celata lutescens), 
(Spinus pinus), and California purple 
finches (Carpodacus purpureus californi- 
cus) were common. About some tall 
dead trees western martins 
subis hesperia) and violet-green swal- 
lows lepida) were flying. 
single olive-sided fly-catcher (Conto- 
pus borealis) from alofty perch uttered 
its two-syllabled call; while far over- 
head circled pair golden eagles 
(Aquila chrysaetos.) 

thought ourselves fortunate 
meeting with several owls, those elus- 
ive birds twilight. Pacific horned 
owls (Bubo virginianus pacificus) were 
frequently started from their day time 
roosts shady groves. The one shot 
gave evidence truly reprehensible 
trait, for under its perch was headless 
screech owl asio 
and young Owl-eating 


owls have been reported before, but 
will hope that the habit not general. 
Following trail leadiny from the 
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woods open stretch pasture 
land above, one our party discovered 
afamily pygmy owls (Glaucidium 
There were 
least three young besides the parents, 
all perched madrone, though not 
all seen until they took flight. 
adult was shot and the rest scattered, 
flying swiftly offinto the shady depths 
the redwood foliage below. sup- 
posed them lost altogether, until 
upon returning some hours later, 
heard near the same spot strange cry, 
sort shrill whinnying call. 
stopped silence for some minutes, 
peering about through the trees, until 
the note was repeated and shortly ans- 
wered. Finally little owl was located 
perched motionless horizontal red- 
wood twig, plain sight after one 
knew where look for it. This proved 
nearly-fledged young, and the 
note had traced was evidently the 
juvenile food call this species, which 
its habits. 

Besides the birds have mentioned, 
many others were seen the Little 
Sur country, but those above named 
were the most interesting us, and 
best serve indicate the avifaunal 
complexion the two zones the re- 
gion. The Sur River Valley looks like 
miniature counterpart the Big Ba- 
sin the Santa Cruz mountains, 
seventy-five miles the northward. 

This interesting region has only been 
written upon once before general 
way. Inthe Osprey, Volume Sep- 
tember-Uctober pages 6-7, occurs 
article Milton Ray under the 
caption “Idle Hours Idlewild 
Observations Central Monterey 
County.” This consists running 
account rather desultory style the 
birds seen the author during two 
weeks June the vicinity the 
Little Sur River. Among 
species mentioned Ray are eight 
which our party failed find. Three 
four these eight are unexpected, 
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say the least, and perhaps were en- 
tered through misidentification. The 
statement made that “near the mouth 
(of the river), where sage-brush can- 
yon extends the river bottom, Sage 
Thrashers (Oroscoptes montanus) were 
abundant, and the low 
lows were the nests made twigs and 
lined with rootlets.” Ray does not 
mention the California thrasher which 
abundant the brushy parts the 
same region. Further states that 
“at the head these arid canyons the 
merry little Canyon Wren 
mexicanus conspersus) shares its lonely 


habitat with the (!) The 
rock wren does not receive mention and 
species characteristic such locali- 
ties described. The student dis- 
tribution would possibly feel more 
ease the specimen “Ammodramus 
savannarum were also 
identified. Extreme care identifica- 
tion species and subspecies becom- 
ing more and more the 
study chorology advances. few 
false stations are liable confusé the 
student and cause erroneous deduc- 
tions, has been already emphasized 
elsewhere. 


The Grebe Montana. 


BY P. M. 


WAN LAKE, the center 

activities during the oological 

season lies nearly east 
the head Flathead Lake, and proper- 
comes within the Flathead Lake 
region. separated from the larger 
lake the northern end the Mission 
range, and Flathead Lake follows 
the base the western slopes the 
Mission Mountains, Swan lies 
along their eastern slopes. For about 
twelve miles Swan Lake parallels the 
larger lake, both being sight from 
the crests the intervening heights. 
The lake apparently the result 
glacial action, whereby slightly sinu- 
ous furrow averaging least half 
mile wide was worn the depression 
between the Mission and Swan ranges, 
leaving typical mountain 
through which Swan River glides its 
way Flathead Lake. The foot 
Swan Lake about eight miles from 
the University Montana Biological 
Station, from which had previously 
made collecting trips the lake. Here- 
tofore, however, the head Swan Lake 
had been enchanted region quite un- 
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known the people, and 
had long looked forward the oppor- 
tunity the present season. 

its head the lake spreads out into 
nearly circular area least two miles 
diameter, beyond which lay sub- 
merged region square mile more, 
overgrown thickly with old reeds and 
similar water weeds, the haunt in- 
numerable water-fowl, had been 
informed the natives. 
Here was for naturalist, the 
surroundings being rugged, pine-clad 
fire-swept mountains, whose shoul- 
ders bore the accumulations the 
snows centuries. This was the forest 
primeval, the heart the Lewis and 
Clarke forest reserve, area including 
4,572 square miles. needless 
say that the familiar signs, “Keep out,” 
and “No hunting with dogs guns,” 
are not seen the place had 
selected for summer’s operations. 

headquarters was the cabin 
Mr. Ernest Bond, the forest-ranger who 
has charge the immediate district. 
Among the various wildwood decora- 
tions his cabin, one the first that 
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attracted attention was piece 
skin from the neck grebe. was 
tacked upon the wall, showing the sil- 
very gray the sides the head, the 
glossy black the median portion 
the head, occiput, and hind neck, and 
the dull rufous the 
tions the neck. Here was find, 
tangible evidence the presence 
Colymbus holbelli, promising inter- 
esting outcome, and lost time 
getting among the reeds the sub- 
merged region. 

Frequently the night there was 
wafted across the open water out- 
burst cries from the uneasy colonists 
the swamp, the voice 
mingled with the louder cackle the 
loon, which the former not greatly 
unlike. coarse, prolonged nasal 
the nasal quality being most pro- 
nounced, the intonation being very sug- 
gestive the braying donkey. In- 
deed, the natives call this grebe the 
and anyone familiar with 
the nasal volume tone produced 
holbelli will readily admit the appro- 
priateness the popular name. 

The margin the lake proper 
marked growth buck brush. 
approached the swamp, could 
hear occasional calls from the covert 
buckbrush. The were 
not sight, except two riding jauntily 
far along the shore near the mouth 
little mountain stream, where they were 
mountain trout this very convenient 
larder. The birds thus seen out the 
open water always kept well beyond 
range the shotgun, though fre- 
quently enjoyed shooting them with 
.22 longs. They swim with greatest 
ease, never allowing decrease the 
distance between them and our little 
skiff, though seemingly they used 
effort escape us, until alarmed the 
fusilade .22’s, when they dived and 
made long stretches under water. 

pushed among the reeds 
the swamp, the grebes could heard 
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inthe buckbrush beyond 
it, where grew thickets several 
rods width, quite impenetrable with 
boat and standing two feet more 
water. The birds were doubtless 
chuckling our disadvantage, for time 
and again skirted the bushes 
were saluted those outbursts de- 
riding and seemed that the 
birds were just beyond the coverts. 
Upon rounding the bushes, however, 
could see the grebes, always twos, 
far out the open water, showing 
that the call has very marked ventril- 
oquial effect, else the effect was due 
the conductivity the water. 
one feature, though, there was doubt, 
for the grebes sat well erect the 
water, their red necks reflected the sun- 
light the birds turned this way and 
that their buoyant movements, and 
identification would have been 
surer one the many .22’s had 
found lodgment the intended mark. 
holbelli manifested very playful 
disposition their movements the 
open water. They would emit out- 
burst guonk, enough give credit 
five times the number individuals, 
and then run over the water with flut- 
tering wings and spattering feet, 
though indulging racing. Two would 
thus play the water, while perhaps 
two more far over the water would in- 
dulge like antics. not recall 
seeing more than two grebes together 
the open water. 

Finding quite impracticable 
search fully the clumps buckbrush, 
out which the birds emerged upon 
our invasion the swamp, turned 
our attention the patches old reeds 
here and there the marsh, and to- 
ward the close the first morning’s 
work, nest was found, June was 
tall reeds the edge clump 
surrounded open water. Like nests 
the pied-billed grebe 
podiceps) that have examined, this 
nest was made black decaying grasses, 
with which few pieces green reeds 
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were intermingled. The rim the 
mass floated about four inches above 
the water, and the cavity, between one 
and two inches deep, contained five 
eggs, loosely covered with material like 
that the nest. These eggs were in- 
cubated blood and more, and had ac- 
quired the brownish, baked appearance 
peculiar grebes’ eggs after continued 
incubation and exposure the nest 
material. 

The attractions the swamp were 
not resisted, and the next morn- 
ing, June found pushing among 
the reeds. Again fortune favored the 
collector, for persistent search the 
buckbrush disclosed nest No. con- 
taining four eggs, uncovered. the 
size the nest complement hol- 
belli offered good subject investi- 
gation, the nest was left undisturbed, 
and revisited June additions 
had been made and the four eggs were 
taken. This nest was the buck 
brush, about the full length the boat, 
sixteen more than two feet 
water. was made all respects like 
nest No. though the material was 
piled upon coarse twigs buck brush, 
apparently brought from the bottom. 
Upon the second visit the eggs were 
found covered. Incubation varied from 
blood far advanced. 

Diligent search the swamp failed 
yield further returns until June 12, 
when nest No. holbelli was 
found, containing two eggs, uncovered. 
Following usual method, left this 
nest undisturbed until June 14, when 
contained three eggs, uncovered, with 
sign covering material about the 
rim the nest. June was the fate- 
ful day for No. when was found 
contain five eggs, all uncovered, one 
having been evidently deposited that 
usual morning round, the owners 
other grebes uttered their guonk beyond 
the shrubbery, but seemed impossible 
surprise them anywhere near the 
nest. This structure was four inches 


Vol. 


height above the water, inches 
across the surface the water, cav- 
ity 7.5 inches and inches minor and 
major axes, and 2.25 inches deep. 
was two feet water, very open 
situation among sparsely growing young 
reeds. These eggs were very hand- 
some, all being fresh and having the 
delicate pale greenish color when 
desire have them per- 
fect, however, broke one the wash- 
ing process. 

June 14, had found new nest 
the course morning quest. 
then contained three eggs, covered; 
was inspected June 17, and the 
complement had not increased, the 
three eggs were taken. Nest No. was 
the edge clump old reeds, 
made usual. was inches across 
the water, inches height, the 
cavity being inches and inches 
width the rim, and 1.5 inches deep. 
The eggs were well covered this in- 
stance, though one had been displaced 
from its bed and was floating among the 
nest material beneath the water, where 
had been entangled. Incubation had 
advanced aconsiderable extent. 

June was luckiest morning, for 
then had found what was nest 
No. containing oneegg. June 
contained three eggs, which were 
again left for developments. The one 
egg was covered June 14; the three 
eggs were also covered; June four 
eggs were the reward patience 
and repeated trips among the reeds. 
The fourth egg had been 
deposited that morning, but the fifth 
one was due that day and had failed 
materialize, gathered the four 
uncovered eggs. This nest was large 
mass dried decaying material an- 
chored among thick reeds, with two 
very evident approaches through the 
reeds open water. The height was 
3.5 inches, diameter surface water 
inches, cavity inches across, 
inches deep. 

round June 17, had 


wo 
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chanced upon nest containing two 
eggs, uncovered; visit this nest 
June disclosed three eggs, well 
covered, evidently complete set, No. 
This nest was large, strong mound, 
made usual, inches height, 
inches wide water, cavity inches 
across and 1.5 inches deep. was 
anchored the edge small clump 
reeds. The eggs varied from one in- 
fertile advanced stage incuba- 
tion. 

had located every nest 
the swamp, but the morning June 
brought pleasant surprise the form 
nest No. new nest, among buck- 
brush the edge the swamp. 
was made depressed branches the 
bushes, large, strong mass decayed 
reeds with some new material inter- 
mingled the top. Here were four 
eggs, well baked, incubation far ad- 
vanced; indeed, the shells appeared 
contain only black feathers and bones. 
However, patient applications 
soda for the better part week, the 
only suitable article camp, made 
fine set this find. 

review the foregoing data shows 
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that least five pairs holbelli 
were breeding the region explored. 
grebe was living the swamp, and also 
that more than the five pairs were 
inhabiting the region. nest was 
found within least one hundred yards 
any other occupied nest. Seven sets 
eggs were taken, follows: June 
five eggs, loosely covered, incubated 
blood; June four eggs, covered, incu- 
bated blood; June 17, five eggs, un- 
covered, fresh, likely second set; June 
17, three eggs, covered, incubated 
blood; June 18, four eggs, covered, in- 
cubation almost complete; June 20, 
three eggs, well covered, incubated 
blood; June 20, four eggs, uncovered, 
fresh, evidently second set. the 
majority instances, eggs were de- 
posited not oftener than alternate 
mornings. 

Thus far time give 
accurate measurements the eggs, but 
preparing them for specimens there 
was found wide variation size, 
they range approximately between 
2.10 and 2.50 inches length, and 1.15 
and 1.50 inches width. 


The Redwood Belt Northwestern California. 


II. LAND BIRDS. 


BY WALTER K. FISHER. 


following list land birds the Redwood belt Humboldt and Del 


Norte counties means complete. 


The region one considerable 


interest, and publishing the list have been largely actuated desire 


_to aid those Californians who are interested geographical distribution. 


far 


aware list the breeding birds this region has yet appeared. With 
the exception Ampelis cedrorum and probably cinerea phea all the 
birds are breeding species the region. The time, circumstances, and limits 
these notes have already been alluded much indebted Dr. Pal- 
mer for the use manuscript list the birds this region, made him dur- 
ing the latter half May and the first part June, 1889. each case have 
accredited his records initials. also indebted Dr.C. Hart Merriam for 
the use specimens the Biological Survey collection, and Mr. Robert Ridg- 
way for the use types. 

*See CONDOR IV, Sept., p. 111. 


— 
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Lophortyx californicus. California Quail. Common openings, and old 
‘lumbered’ tracts near second-growth cover. The species was not observed the 
humid belt Crescent City. 

Bonasa umbellus sabinei. Oregon Ruffed Grouse. found this species only 
the heavy redwood forest north Mad River, Humboldt Bay. Several indiv- 
iduals were seen, and one had small family downy chicks, June 

Columba fasciata. Band-tailed Pigeon. Fairiy common the more open 
land, both near the coast and the interior, Humboldt Bay Crescent City. 

Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. Found sparingly Humboldt Bay 
near the coast north Crescent City. 

Cathartes aura. Turkey Buzzard. Common. June 
zard caught steel-trap. trap was set among bushes the edge 
dence spruce grove and was practically impossible see the bait except with- 
few feet the trap. The bait (the body rabbit) had remained un- 
touched for several days and was somewhat odoriferous. seems clear 
case the buzzard finding its food the sense smell P.] 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail. few seen. 

Falco peregrinus anatum. Duck Hawk. the vicinity Eureka, 
where Mr. Fiebig informs abundant.” P.] 

Falco sparverius. Sparrow Hawk. open meadow-land near the coast 
this species common. 

Pandion haliaetus carolinensis. American Osprey. osprey had its nest 
the top big redwood the dense forest northeast Humboldt 
eral were seen Crescent City. 

Megascops asio subsp. Screech Owl. While ata lumbering camp north 
Mad R., Humboldt Bay heard screech owl several different times and one 
the lumbermen reported ‘small hardly probable that breeds 
this far south. Most likely the form will found intermediate between 
and 

virginianus Dusky Horned Owl. pair very wild 
young were seen among the old hollow burnt redwoods.” Crescent City; 
McClellan, 

Cerylealcyon. Kingfisher. Along all the larger streams. 

Dryobates villosus harrisi. Harris Woodpecker. Commoninthe more open 
woods, and not infrequently seen the dense forest. 

Dryobates pubescens gairdneri. Gairdner Woodpecker. Crescent City 
found this species forests small tideland spruces and occasionally the 
open among the willows. This one the few localities California where 
typical has Not observed Humboldt Bay. 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker. Fairly common the more 


open country. single specimen, adult male, taken Humboldt Bay 


clearly referable this form. The crown practically the same typical 
is, and lacks the decidedly brown tint saturatior. The ground color the 
back trifle darker than and the tertials are also darker. The speci- 
men shows tendencies the direction specimens were 
taken Crescent City unable say just how the bird looks. (Not 
tes cafer saturatior, CONDOR III, 

Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. Very abundant. 

Chetura vauxi. Vaux Swift. Common open places. The species 
said breed hollow redwoods. 

Selasphorus alleni. Allen Hummingbird. This bird was. collected Hum- 


boldt Bay. The species common here, and found Crescent City. Being 
unable distinguish this form from ‘out the unable 
say whether breeds the redwood belt. 

Tyrannus verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. near Eureka.” P.] 

Sayornis nigricans semiatra. Black Phoebe. common.” P.] 
did not observe this species the preceding. are probably confined 
the Eel Valley. 

Contopus borealis. Olive-sided flycatcher. Common the heavier redwood 
forests Humboldt Bay. Not seen Crescent City. 

Contopus richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. Bay 
and Crescent City.” P.] 

Empidonax Western Flycatcher. [‘‘Vicinity Eureka.” 
Common small woods Sitka spruce, alders and wild apples (Pyrus rivularis). 
Crescent City. 

Cyanocitta stelleri carbonacea. Coast Jay. Abundant and imperious usual. 
Both winter and summer specimens from Humboldt Bay are typical carbonacea. 

Perisoreus obscurus. Oregon Jay. not abundant Humboldt Bay 
else its retiring and demure habits render very inconspicuous. undoubtedly 
breeds the vicinity. None were seen Crescent City. 

Corvus corax [sinuatus?] American Raven. Occurs Eureka P.) «nd 
reported from Crescent City. none either locality. The form may 
principalis, which Dr. Fisher secured Quinaielt, Washington. 

Corvus americanus? American Crow. Not common Humboldt Bay, where 
few were seen near the sea; common Crescent City. 

Agelaius sp. few redwings were seen but specimens were taken 
unable give the precise form. 

Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Common open meadow- 
land near the coast. 

Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer Blackbird. Common. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus. California Purple Finch. One specimen 
was taken the lumbered district near Mad R., Humboldt Bay. 

Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. House Finch. Common. 

Astragalinus tristis salicamans. Willow Goldfinch. Abundant the open 
country. 

Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. Fairly commonin the recently lumbered dis- 
tricts, near heavy forests, Humboldt Bay. 

Ammodramus sandwichensis bryanti. Bryant Marsh Sparrow. 
abundant breeding race the marshes and meadows about Humboldt Bay. Two 
specimens, adult male and female, were taken and these are referable 
their smaller size, darker color, and more crowded spotting breast and sides 
throat. 

Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow. spec- 
imen taken Crescent City (adult male, July much worn) have referred 
this subspecies. not typical however, and respect size intermediate 
between and alaudinus. The specimen matches small worn alaudinus 
from Honey Lake, California. The Crescent City specimen has much fewer breast 
and throat spots, than those from Humboldt Bay, but the mesial streaks the 
feathers the back are about the 

Zonotrichia leucophrys nuttalli. Nuttall Sparrow. Common all along the 
coast and the ‘lumbered’ areas the interior. 
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Spizella socialis arizone. Western Chipping Sparrow. [Only tolerably com- 

cinerea cleonensis. Mendocino Song Sparrow. Abundant breeding 
bird from Mendocino county Crescent City. The species fairly 
swarms some places, and the commonest bird deforested areas. found 
also the less dense spruce and swamps. Six breeding birds from 
Humboldt Bay, and two from Crescent City have been compared with the type 
cleonensis, which comes from Westport, Mendocino Co. The describer made 
unfortunate choice type, extremely worn, faded, and generally dis- 
reputable-looking female. Allowing for this, however, the Humboldt Bay and 
Crescent City birds agree with color and measurements, except that their 
upper parts are darker. its most typical form found from 
Humboldt Bay Crescent City. The type, use curious expression, not 
typical cleonensis but tends ever little toward samuelis. specimen taken near 
Eureka obviously ‘intergrade’ with The Mendocino song sparrow 
good subspecies and fairly constant throughout its range. will found 


intergrade with samue/is, however, over rather large fact 
south Cape Mendocino. [Not melodia morphna III, 

Melospiza cinerea phea. Oregon Song Sparrow. Three birds, probably mi- 
grants, collected near Crescent City Edmund Heller the autumn are 
referable this form. IV, March 36.) 

Melospiza cinerea morphna. Rusty Song Sparrow. collected very curious, 
worn, rufescent male (July 1899) Crescent City which anomaly 
many respects. looks like and considerably different from 
either cleonensis worn plumage. The bird may extreme individ- 
early. 

Pipilo maculatus oregonus. Oregon Towhee. the vicinity Eu- 

Zamelodia Grosbeak. Not uncommon the 
open country. Humboldt Bay seen June 17,” Crescent City. P.] 

Cyanospiza amena. Lazuli Bunting. the vicinity Eureka.” 

Progne subis hesperia. Western Martin. [Reported from Mad River, Hum- 
boldt Bay and Crescent City. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. Common. 

Hirundo erythrogastra. Barn Swailow. Common. 

Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow. Common. 

Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Rough-winged Swallow. Seen Trinidad Head. 
[Mad R., Humboldt Bay. P.] 

Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing [“I found recently killed specimen 
June oth. told that the bird common the vicinity, staying 
orchards eat cherries.” Crescent City. P.] 

Helminthophila celata lutescens. Lutescent Warbler. [Reported from Eu- 
reka. 

Dendroica Yellow Warbler. [Common near Eureka; Crescent City. 

Geothlypis trichas arizela. Pacific Yellow-throat. seen Rio Dell, 

Wilsonia pusilla pileolata. Pileolated Warbler. One the few birds found 
the deep forest; common also small woods and copses. 
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Olbiorchilus hiemalis pacificus. Western Winter Wren. This the common- 
est bird the great redwood forests, where thoroughly home and sings 
frequently. Humboldt Bay and Crescent City. 

Cistothorus palustris paludicola. Tule Wren. found the tule wren 
small open treeless boreal swamp Crescent City. [Reported from “marshes 
Humboldt Townsend, Proc. Nat. Mus. 227.] 

Certhia familiaris occidentalis. California Creeper. Observed Humboldt 
Bay. Crescent City. P.] 

Parus rufescens. Chestnut-backed Chickadee. common and characteristic 
bird the redwood swamps, more open forest, and thick groves shore pine 
close the coast. The species probably does not breed farther south than the 
limit the Sitka spruce. 

Chamea fasciata phea. Coast Wren-tit. Not uncommon thick brush close 
the coast where oftener heard than seen. 

Hylocichla ustulata. Thrush. abundant and musical 
species the shady moss-hung forests. also found groves shore pine, 
within sound the surf. Humboldt Bay and Crescent City. 

Ixoreus nevius. Varied Thrush. This superb bird undoubtedly breeds 
the dense redwood forest where secured specimen June 11, and again saw one 
June 28. is, however, rare and retiring that has heretofore escaped de- 
tection this region. specimen, adult female, typical the back 
being rich brown. 

Merula migratoria Western Robin. abundant breeding bird. 
Humboldt Bay Crescent City. 

Sialia mexicana occidentalis. Western Blue Bird. Not uncommon cleared 
land. 


List Birds Collected Norton Sound, Alaska. 


BY RICHARD C. MCGREGOR. 


Seattle, Washington, for Norton Sound, Alaska, where she had been de- 

tailed make asurvey. Ourtrip was quick one. Several days 
Dutch Harbor, and few hours Nome City were the only stops our voyage. 
With the exception very few days were not inconvenienced rain, 
wind. temperature found very agreeable during our whole stay 
Norton Sound, from June September 25. 

From afar the shores Norton Sound for the most part are uninviting, the 
great scarcity trees giving the whole country desolate appearance. The 
tundra plain extends distance one three miles from the beach, where 
rises low ranges hills, barren except for patches brush and tundra moss. 
Viewed close quarters the tundra found support extensive and varied 
flora, and full water wet sponge. 

Along the shore and for several miles east Thor and extending inland for 
from one five miles are thick spruce woods, and just east Cape Denbigh there 
small patch the same species. 


13, 1900, the Coast and Geodetic Survey steamer left 


1. Dutch Harbor is a small bay on the eastern side of Amaknak (=Amagnak) which is a small island separated 
from Unalaska (=Oonalaska) Island by a narrow strait All these names refer to practically the same locality. I have 
included in this paper notes on several species observed at Dutch Harbor, tho they do not belong to Norton Sound. 
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The low land bordering Norton Bay cut numerous creeks and tide guts 
and dotted with hundreds small ponds fresh water. These features are es- 
pecially characteristic the marshes about Fallax Point. 

Occasional patches old snow were found sheltered spots the higher 
hills and had slight flurry snow September 25. 

The present paper based upon such birds was able collect, number- 
ing about two hundred skins. effort was made secure the ducks, geese and 
gulls which there were seen several species not here recorded. preferred 
confine efforts the smaller species more fruitful expenditure 
time than the skinning larger and more common birds. 

The notes are fragmentary and unsatisfactory, result being made, for the 
most part, while engaged other work, yet they may value showing the 


STREAM NEAR SIGNAL CAIRN SHOWING BRUSH IN FOREGROUND AND SPRUCE WOODS ON MOUNTAIN SIDE 


exact distribution land species the territory visited. Even much had been 
impossible but for the courtesies fellow officers, who spared pains af- 
ford every aid consistent with the execution their duties. wish record 
obligations, especially Captain Gilbert, chief our party; Assistant 
Harry Flynn, who has always taken great interest work; and Mr. 
Arthur Dutton, our genial executive officer. 

The names localities this paper, are, for the most part, the same were 
used our triangulation party. 


SPECIES OBSERVED EGG ISLAND. 


Lunda cirrhata Corvus corax principalis 
Fratercula corniculata Zonotrichia coronata 
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tridactyla pollicaris Acanthis linaria 
Arctonetta fischeri Hirundo erythrogastra palmeri 


Tringa couest 
SPECIES OBSERVED BESBORO ISLAND. 


Lunda cirrhata Passerella 

Fratercula corniculata Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus 
Cepphus columba Acanthis linaria 

Phalacrocorax pelagicus robustus Dendroica estiva rubiginosa 

Corvus corax Anthus pensilvanicus 

Zonotrichia coronata 


Gavia lumme (Gunn.).—Loons were seen various points along the coast 
wherever there were pools. The only species identified was the red-throated, 
which male was taken Fallax Point, August 

Lunda cirrhata (Pallas).—This species was found nesting Egg Island, Bes- 
boro Island, Pathfinder Rock and Cape Denbigh. The nesting habits the 
tufted and horned puffins are that they will treated together un- 
der the latter species. 

Fratercula corniculata (Naum.).—Horned puffins were found nesting Bes- 
boro Island and probably they nested Cape Denbigh, but the cliffs are high 
both these localities that impossible collect eggs. shall therefore de- 
scribe their habits first, observed Egg Island seen Path- 
finder Rock. The puffins, stood top the bluff overlooking their nesting 
place Egg Island, flew stream. Looking over the water they 
were seen return the left, pass again before the face the cliff. their 
flight they described slightly flattened circular figure with long diameter 
about 200 yards parallel the shore line. leaving the cliff the legs were 
spread far apart and extended horizontally behind, the wings beating rapidly. 

Mixed with this species but far less numerous were tufted puffins. The nests 
both species are similar and are placed various positions. Most the birds 
inhabit true burrows made the soft soil. These are from one four feet long 
and though usually fairly straight are, some cases, winding. Other burrows 
are made next rock that the stone forms one the side walls. Small caves 
among rock slides are also utilized nesting places, and saw one puffin fully 
twelve feet from the outside vertical crack large rock. 

The nest made the dead stems plant growing abundantly the hill 
side. The soil here very damp and the eggs become more less stained. 
Either sex was found incubating and the setting bird bit savagely when disturbed, 
making effort escape while the entrance was barred. Pathfinder Rock 
found both species puffins, but hurried run over the island did not show 
any burrows. The first egg found was under rock and after working careful- 
twice around the island, came off with twenty-one eggs. The description 
the nesting taken from note book set down the time. nests 
are very different from those Egg Island. eggs were found except under 
rocks and most eggs were under small rocks which stood high enough admit 
the bird. Other eggs were far back under large rocks that they were out 
reach, but managed rib bone some mammal lashed lath draw 
out all eggs which found. These nests most every instance, well made 
coarse dry grass, with deep cavity. dry and the nests being better 
made and among rocks the eggs are less stained than Egg Island.” 

Eggs collected July were nearly all fresh, but slightly incubated. 
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visit the puffin nesting place Egg Island, September 24, found the old 
grounds nearly deserted, yet most the old birds must have been feeding young, 
nearly every puffin was carrying small fish crosswise its These were 
from two five inches long and consequently extended conspicuously either 
side. horned puffin flying over sat concealed beside boulder, was 
evidently greatly startled, for gave asquawk and scattered his mouthful 
fish, some which were alive. Three species have been identified for Dr. 
Gilbert as: Ammodytes personatus (sand-lance), Pygosteus pungitius (stickle- 
back), and olidus (smelt). 

well feathered young bird taken from its burrow Egg Island, Septem- 
ber 24, may described follows: Top head, sides neck, back, wings, and 
tail, glossy black; chin and throat dull black; cheeks light gray; breast and abdo- 
men white; narrow line white along uppermost lesser wing coverts the 
adult; lower part back, upper tail coverts, and flanks thickly covered with dark 
down; thin patches down head, sides throat, and upper breast; little 
white down middle lower breast. 


YOUNG HORNED PUFFIN. 


(One half natural size.) 


Cepphus columba Pallas.—Near Besboro Island August there were two 
three birds this species. 

Uria troile californica (Bryant).—Murres were very abundant Egg Island 
where there was large nesting colony. The majority eggs were any con- 
venient ledge flat rock. Others were found the floor and rock shelves 
natural caves large enough admit man. Many eggs were knocked off their 
resting places the birds their haste escape. Eggs taken here July 
were fresh. September few murres were brooding small young. 

the cliffs Cape Denbigh there was large colony murres, and 
August most them were brooding young. eggs were observed this date. 

The only specimen murre preserved 

Stercorarius longicaudus Vieillot.--Two long-tailed were among the 
first birds seen Golofnin Bay, June 28, where they were walking about 
small marsh. Later they were seen commonly St. Michael harbor. They pre- 
fer rob the gulls rather than pick fish ship refuse for themselves. was 
common occurrence see three four pursuit small gull which 
had secured choice bit food too large swallowed once. fact, was 
the case the man-o’-war bird and booby over again. 


| 


There may have been other species St. Michael but specimens 
were taken. 

Larus glaucescens Naum.—About the bay St. Michael, these large gulls 
were always present. few were seen Cape Denbigh where they had nests, 
judging from their actions. Large gulls were common also Dutch Harbor and 
there were few about the beach Nome City. 

Rissa tridactyla pollicaris Ridgway.—This elegant gull was very abundant 
St. Michael Bay from the time our arrival, and considerable numbers were 
about the ship all times. Egg Island, July 14, they were nesting small 
colony apart from the murres and puffins. Their nests were dry weeds the 
face low cliff. September another visit was made the same colony and 
the gulls were abundant, resting their old nests. When driven off they sailed 
the wind compact flock. About one-half them immature plum- 
age. The species was nesting abundantly Cape Denbigh. 

Sterna paradisea Brunn.—The arctic tern was observed most abundantly 
Pathfinder Rock where several examples were taken July typical nest was 
depression one inch deep five inches diameter, lined with dry grass and 
weed stalks. One nest was top flat rock; all others were the ground 
surrounded grass. Occupied nests contained complements follows: No. 
one pipped egg; No. 2—one pipped egg and one young; No. 3—two eggs, incubation 
advanced; No. 4—two eggs, incubation begun; No. 5—one egg, incubation ad- 
vanced; No. 6—one egg, incubation advanced. 

There were great many empty nests, probably explained the fact that 
some prospectors had been over the island. found dozen single eggs top 
rock where some one had left them. They ranged from fresh one specimen 
heavily incubated. Measurements six these are here given inches and 
species was also secured Toik Point and was seen Norton Bay. 

chick just out the shell may described follows: throat black; breast 
white, becoming very dusky abdomen; upper parts and flanks mottled with 
about equal parts black and buffy; lining wing white. 

Sterna aleutica Baird.—A single female this species was secured Path- 
finder Rock, where was shot large flock arctic terns. believe the 
species was nesting the island although eggs were identified with certainty. 

Phalacrocorax pelagicus robustus Bishop? records the Violet- 
green Cormorant from Whale Island, refer all saw this They were 
seen abundance only Besboro Island, though small colony may have nest- 
Egg Island. sprinkling cormorants nested among the gulls and murres 
the bold head Cape Denbigh and single birds were seen various localities 
along the coast. specimens were taken. 

Anas boschas Linn.—Numerous ducks were bought for the messes our ship. 
The only species identified was mallard taken September. 

Arctonetta fischeri (Brandt).—A single duck this species was shot Egg 
Island, September 24. When first seen was resting point rocks and was 
shot while swimming St. July saw duck which may 
have been Somateria v-nigra. 

Somateria v-nigra. Gray.—Several downy ducks were taken the ponds 
near Island Point, August 24. One these has been identified the Pacific 


1. N. A. Fauna No. 19, Bds. of Yukon Region p. 61. 
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Grus canadensis (Linn.).—In the vicinity Fallax Point and Castle Peak 
often saw flocks cranes, which were undoubtedly this species. 

Phalaropus lobatus (Linn.).—Specimens this phalarope were taken Golof- 
nin Bay, June 28, and again August 17. Two were collected Fallax Point, August 
24, where they were abundant. stomachs contained quantities entomos- 
tracans, legs and elytra black and striped beetles, small green seeds, and slender 
grubs quarter inch length. 

individual was seen the water Thor, August 25, and several were 
seen the ponds near Crater Mountain, July 

Gallinago delicata (Ord).—The Wilson snipe was observed near creek flow- 
ing into Golofnin Bay and again the same day some marshy ground, hill 
side, some ten miles east Dexter. Both were seen August 

Tringa couesi (Ridgw.).—The Coues sandpiper was obtained only Egg 
Island September 24, although may have been seen before. 

Tringa ptilocnemis Coues.—Of this sandpiper have three examples. The 
first one was taken Pathfinder Rock July August 29, another was shot 
from bunch three they the hills back Dexter. The third was 
taken the same day company with pectoral sandpiper. These two were feed- 
ing the beach the evening. was dark could just see them, being 
then 8:15 

Tringa maculata single male this species was taken the beach 
near Dexter, August 29. 

Ereunetes pusillus semipalmated were taken Gol- 
ofnin Bay June 28. 

Numenius hudsonicus record for this species based upon part 
bird which was being eaten young duck hawk when the latter was shot. 

Charadrius dominicus fulvus (Gmel.).—Since gives this form occur- 
ring St. Michael, the golden plover seen the hills above Cape Den- 
bigh, July 30, and near Signal Doris, are probably the same. They were seen 
only high ground mile two from the bay. 

semipalmata Bonap.—A male this species was taken Golofnin 
Bay, June 28. 

Arenaria interpres (Linn.).—Two turnstones were secured Golofnin Bay 
the latter part August. 

Canachites canadensis (Linn.).—Grouse were first seen August Cairn. 
They were abundant the spruce woods mile from the beach, and were 
usually found flocks comprising one two adults and three six young. Oc- 
casionally old bird was seen without any company. The young were vari- 
ous stages plumage, from those just able fly fully feathered. Thor 
only few miles away two half grown birds were shot August 28. 

the left pectoral muscle one specimen was encysted body half 
inch long quarter inch diameter. This body contained three pieces 
spruce needles measuring respectively .45, .30, and .24 inch. 

These grouse when flushed usually flew but short distance light the 
lower branches tree plain sight the tundra. was then easy 
matter collect the whole flock without moving more than few feet. fact 
tame were they that one our men killed old bird with his hatchet. 

specimens appear the same form those collected Grinnell 
the Kowak. 


1 N. A. F auna No. 19; Bds. of Yukon Dist., p. 70. 
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found the flesh excellent, being far superior the ptarmigan this 
respect and delightful relief from canned meats. 

Lagopus lagopus were abundant along the whole coast 
wherever landings were made, except the spruce woods. Between the beach 
and the Signal Doris, August and 18, there were numerous flocks usually 
consisting two adults and from four eight well grown young, the former often 
feigning lameness that the young might escape. 

Accipiter velox (Wils.).—The sharp-shinned hawk was seen once when one 
flew over the anchored off Scaffold. 

atricapillus striatulus Fallax Point, August 24, very 
dark example this (?) species circled several times about the signal, but was 

Halizetus leucocephalus alascanus Towns.—The bald eagle was common about 
Unalaska Island where two were shot with rifles. 

Falco rusticolus gyrfalco (Linn.).—The gyrfalcon was observed but once, when 
nest containing three downy young, was found the side Crater Mountain, 
east St. Michael. The nest was nothing more than number loose sticks. 
half grown ptarmigan was beside the young birds such good order that made 
skin it. Pellets scattered about the ground contained hair and teeth 
small rodent and numerous feathers. Remains ptarmigan were also scattered 
about. 

The youngest falcon was carried board ship where lived for month 
more, being fed meat from skinned birds.. The nest was found July 

Falco peregrinus anatum (Bonap.).—An adult duck hawk was seen Cape 
Denbigh, young full grown female was shot, August the same locality. 
partially devoured specimen Hudsonian curlew was secured, upon which the 
young bird had been feeding. 

haliaetus carolinensis records the osprey from 
the Kowak River, probable that found the interior the Norton 
Bay region. did not observe the species myself, but members the Geological 
Survey reported common along the rivers Norton Bay. 

Asio accipitrinus short-eared owl was observed Amaknak 
Island June 23, where one was flushed from its nest containing two eggs. ‘The 
nest consisted deep hollow hill side, and was neatly lined 
was told that the day before several eggs had been removed from the nest. The 
original set was probably five six. 

Surnia ulula caparoch (Muell.)—This species was reported members the 
Geological Survey being common the woods the interior along the rivers 
Norton Bay. observed the species but once when male lit the top our 
tripod while were building the signal Tne stomach this bird con- 
tained bones and hair the mouse alascensis Miller. 

Picoides americanus (Swains.).2—August female this species was shot 
the woods near Cairn; other woodpeckers were seen during the summer. 

Perisoreus canadensis fumifrons Alaskan jay was seen only the 
thick spruce woods near Cairn. female, taken August 18, agrees with large 
series from the Kowak River. 

Corvus corax principalis Ridgw.—The raven was regular its occurrence 
throughout the region. was found nearly all the triangulation stations and 
several were seen about each the islands visited. Amaknak they seem 


1. Pacific Coast Avifauna, No. 1, p. 37. 
2. See Bangs, Auk, XVII; 1900, p. 132. 
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feed extensively green sea-urchin. Quantities the shells were found well 

above high water and some the hills. all these the oral surface was broken. 

This echinoderm makes hole the rock our Californian purple species does, 

can easily taken low tide. 

While top Besboro Island, August witnessed peculiar perform- 
ance. raven was flying around the island high above the water. Every ten 
fifteen seconds folded one wing and fell five six feet like tumbler 
pigeon. While falling gave peculiar call, then righting himself continued 
his course. 

Leucosticte griseonucha (Brandt).—The Aleutian leucosticte was 
Dutch Harbor. June they were seen feeding about the wharves much the 
English sparrow does San Francisco. Two days later several were taken 
the low hills Amaknak, and single specimen young plumage was taken 
near the beach, October 

Acanthis hornemanni exilipes (Coues).—The hoary redpoll was taken but 
twice, pair Golofnin Bay, June 26, and male Pathfinder Rock, July 17. 

Acanthis linaria redpoll was fairly abundant many localities 
and was usually found flocks dozen more. Young birds predominated. 
Occasionally one two adults were seen. large flock old and young were 
located alder thicket Cape Denbigh and few were found the alders 
Besboro. The species was also seen Cape Darby, Fallax Point, Castle Rock 
and near Dexter. dead male was found Egg Island. 

Calcarius lapponicus alascensis Ridgw.—Longspurs were very numerous and 
probably nesting Amaknak June 23, and were among the first birds seen 
Golofnin Bay June 28. They were also abundant the tundra plains about St. 
Michael. Adults and partly grown young were taken near Crater Mountain July 
11, and Fallax Point they were seen flocks August 24. The specimens taken 
about Dutch Harbor are considerably discolored with coal dust. 

Ammodramus sandwichensis (Gmel.).—In the rank grass growing the sand 
spit north-east Dutch Harbor Sandwich sparrows were very abundant the latter 
part June. The species also abundant flat the westward Dutch 
Harbor, near Captain’s Bay. Notes under date June are: “Collected nine 
sparrows the sand-spit. They were usually shot from the dead flower stalk 
umbelliferous plant, the stalk serving good marker. Two were shot 
the rocks along the beach. Their song was seldom heard, but they were often 
detected their call note, sharp faint ‘tsp.’ They are rather fearless and in- 
quisitive. Ovaries and testes were our return trip young birds were 
taken Amaknak, October 

Ammodramus sandwichensis alaudinus (Bonap.). The western savanna spar- 
row was taken Golofnin Bay, Fallax Point, Cairn, Crater Mountain, and 
Besboro and Egg Islands. young bird was taken Cape Denbigh. The bill 
the Norton Bay birds slightly longer birds from California. The tail 
also little longer and there still greater difference the wing measure- 
ments. The material have, however, very unsatisfactory; many being young 
birds having the flight feathers greatly abraded. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli (Nutt.).—The intermediate sparrow breeds 
commonly along the shores Norton Sound favorable localities. also 
abundant Egg Island where breeding birds were taken. specimen 
streaked plumage was taken Reindeer and birds fall plumage 
was found breeding season Golofnin Bay. 

Zonotrichia coronata (Pall.)—The white-crowned and golden-crowned spar- 
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rows were found any brush patch, much California. Young coronata 
was taken Egg and Besboro Islands, and Cape Denbigh. adults were 
secured and the young show but trace the golden yellow base bill. 

Spizella monticola ochracea Brewst.—Several western tree sparrows were seen 
near Cairn and one taken Dexter, August 17. 

Junco hyemalis (Linn.).—Snow birds were seen but one locality, the spruce 
woods near Cairn. were taken from flock dozen adults and young. 

Melospiza cinerea (Gmel.).—The Aleutian song sparrow was abundant along 
the beach Amaknak, early October, feeding among the rubbish cast ashore. 
found them unsuspicious and easily secured fifteen, during one afternoon, be- 
tween the wharf and the north end the sand spit. Mr. Maddren the 
steamer Corwin remarked that they were not singing much when was 
here the year before. 

Passerella iliaca fox sparrow was fairly common wherever there 
was patch protecting brush grove spruces. The species was first ob- 
served company with among the willows about Cape Denbigh and 
was taken the spruce woods near that point. Specimens were obtained 
Besboro Island and the brush near Cairn. Two young from Besboro, August 
still retain the first plumage the head, neck, and upper back. similar, 
specimen from Cairn, August 18, has the tail about one-half grown. Norton 
Sound skins not differ from large series eastern winter birds col- 
lection. 

Hirundo erythrogastra palmeri swallow was taken Amak- 
nak Island, June 23. The specimen male and measures follows: Wing, 
4.75; tail, 3.68; depth fork, 1.92. number swallows were seen hawking 
over the flats, but were neglected being too common! They were also observed 
Golofnin Bay June and again at. Egg Island July Cape Denbigh, 
two were seen August 

Tachycineta bicolor tree swallows flew over the signal 
Cape Denbigh August 

Dendroica rubiginosa (Pall.).—A single female yellow warbler taken 
Cairn has been identified Mr. Oberholser this race. The bird was shot 
August from among several others willows near the creek. Another 
specimen was seen Besboro Island, August 

Dendroica striata immature male this species was taken 
Cairn, August 18. Wing, 3.15; tail, 2.15; exposed culmen, tarsus, .78. will 
noticed that the wing abnormally long, the measurements given Ridg- 
way’s Manual being 2.80-2.90. specimen was shot from the lower branches 
spruce and was alone far could see. 

Wilsonia pusilla warblers this species are the collection. 
young bird was taken Reindeer August and female was shot near 
Dexter, Golofnin Bay, six days later. 

Budytes flavus leucostriatus (Hom.).—The following notes, made June 28, 
Golofnin Bay, refer this species the only time saw it. country flat 
tundra for mile two back from the beach and the few bushes are not over six 
eight feet high. The first birds seen were Siberian yellow wagtails. They 
circle overhead for ten fifteen minutes and then alight two three hundred 
yards away. Their flight similar the goldfinch’s, with the waves very short 
and the direction irregular. utter repeatedly note not unlike that 
and occasionally short pleasing twittéring song, the same time rapid- 


1, CONDOR IV; p. 71. 
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vibrating the wings They are very numerous and when they have alighted 
top bush are not suspicious. Four stomachs examined contained remains 


coleopterous insects.” 


Two each sex were secured. The reproductive organs indicated the prox- 


imity the breeding seascn. 


Anthus American pipit well distributed over the territory 
visited. pair was observed Crater Mountain July 11; several were seen 
top Besboro Island, August and two days later was common the high 
point forming Cape Denbigh. The species was also observed Fallax Point 
August 11, and Signal Doris August 29. specimen taken Amaknak, June 


23, darkly colored. 


Parus hudsonicus evura Coues.—Several chickadees from Cairn compared with 
those taken Grinnell the Kowak River are darker. Mr. Harry Oberhol- 
ser has kindly examined them and says: chickadees are immature 
immatures, are darker and more sooty above than the type stoneyi, but are 


apparently identical.” 


Chickadees were abundant the spruces Cairn August and were 
again seen the 22nd. They were flocks and their habits were not 
different from those other similar species the genus. 

Phyllopseustes borealis willow warblers were secured near 
Cairn, August 19. was watching small fish one the clear streams which 
flow through the woods below Cairn when attention was attracted un- 
usual note. Across the stream the tops the willows were four five birds 
resembling vireos color. Their actions were more kinglet like. They constant- 
moved about among the leaves darted out over the water pursuit 
insects and returned the trees. felt these must willow warblers and shot 
one across the stream fearing wait lest they disappear altogether. bird fell 
the water but managed guide him side aid convenient pole. 
Another bird was lured across the water ‘squeaking’ and was once secured 
although lit near that had back away before firing. This was the 
only occasion upon which the species was seen. 

Hylocichla (Baird).—Four thrushes fall plumage are like 


from the Kowak River. 


The birds were silent and usually found small brush dense willow 
thickets. Specimens were taken near Cairn and Dexter One jin 
young plumage was taken near Cape Denbigh, August and another similar 


plumage Besboro Island, August 


Merula migratoria robin was observed only Castle Rock 
where flock dozen fifteen was located the spruces, July 27. 

Ixoreus nevius meruloides (Swain.).—The varied thrush was abundant the 

spruce woods below Signal Cairn where four moulting were taken late 


August. 


Saxicola (Linn.).—Several wheatears were seen near the summit 
Castle Rock July and another was observed rocky hillside near the Sig- 


nal Doris, August 


The Least Tern San Diego. 


two admirable photo- 
graphs the nest and eggs 
the least tern antillarum), one 


which reproduced. The pictures 
were taken Pacific Beach near San 
Diego, June 21, 1902. Mr. Kelsey writes: 

During the last six weeks have 


November, 


visited the locality three times and have 
experienced great deal pleasure 
watching the habits twenty thirty 
pairs birds that colonize there. 

Unfortunately the energetic little 
fishers have many enemies and the 
course explorations found many 
deserted nests around which the broken 
shells told mute tale de- 
struction. 

this section seldom find set 
this species containing more than 
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shelter. 

only novice collecting, but 
take pains get good specimens 
possible nests well eggs, and 
the method employed saving the 
nest shown the illustration, their 
original condition, may interest 
some your readers. 

The scheme was suggested 
Mr. Ingersoll and follows. While 
preparing for trip filled two 
ounce bottle with shellac dissolved 


NEST ANP EGGS OF LEAST TERN. 


two eggs. The nesting places vary con- 
siderably, sometimes being merely lit- 
tle wallow, inches across, the 
fine gray black sand; other times 
the eggs are deposited among coarse 
gravel and broken shells, while 
others the nest the plain sand but 
more less elaborately decorated 
with bits rock, wood. 
all cases, however, that have 
notice, the nests have been al- 
most level ground, and entirely devoid 


alcohol about the proportion one 
ten. 

After having photographed the nest 
and removed the eggs carefully pour- 
the shellac all over the surface 
preserved and left for two three 
hours, during which time the alcohol 
having evapoaated, the sand depth 
was thoroughly hardened and ready 
packed. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Chester Barlow, editor this magazine, 
passed away Thursday morning, November 
sixth, home his uncle, Mr. 
Brown, near Mountain View, Santa Clara coun- 
ty. had been seriously ill for some time, 
and the end, though feared his friends, came 
rathet suddenly. 

His death will prove great blow his 
many friends, and the science Ornith- 
ology, which followed with much credit 
himself, and advantage his fellow men. 
Chester Barlow has done more spread in- 
terest Ornithology and stimulate bird 
study the west coast than any one man, liv- 
ing dead, and when this fully realized, 
the fraternity large will appreciate our loss. 

man charming personality and generous 
character, Chester Barlow was universally lov- 
ed, and the hearts his nearer friends 
holds quite unique place—one which time 
can never destroy. had the power in- 
spiring confidence and enthusiasm, and stimu- 
lated others better things. thoroughly 
enjoyed his chosen hobby and either the 
field study was delightful companion. 
Many are there our Cooper Club ‘‘boys’’, 
who remember him plodding cheerily over 
hills quest eagles’ eggs, off dawn for 
some early set, whom the simple announce- 


Vol. 


ment his death will bring nameless pang. 
gone, but long generous manhood 
and faithful friendship are cherished, long 
will his memory green among us. 

The funeral was held Sunday, November 
ninth, from the home his uncle, and many 
his old friends the Cooper Club were pres- 
ent act pall-bearers. 


November 14th special business meet- 
ing was held Stanford University, when Mr. 
Chas..R. Keyes Berkeley was elected Secre- 
tary the Club for the remainder this year, 
and for 1903. the same time Mr. Joseph 
Grinnell was elected Business Manager-Treas- 
urer, his duties begin once. 


IMPORTANT all 
manuscripts for publication, exchanges, and 
books for review should mailed Walter 
Fisher, Palo Alto, Cal. 
business nature, such subscriptions, 
dues, and advertisements should sent 
Joseph Grinnell, Palo Alto, Cal. Communica- 
tions concerning the Club, not intended for 
publication, should forwarded Charles 
Keyes, 2201 Ellsworth St., Berkeley, Cal. 


Our January issue will memorial num- 
ber dedicated the memory Chester Barlow. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


‘THE CONDOR’: 

wish raise voice protest, fee- 
ble and ineffective though may be, against 
what seems cruel indifference and lack 
genuine sympathy with bird life, the 
part some the scientific ornithologists, 
and especially those who are but little more 
than collectors for private ex- 
ploitation. 

There doubt that need the work 
certain students bird anatomy for the 
accuracy nomenclature and classification; 
and need few collections doubt dead 
and stuffed birdskins for purposes study and 
schools. But the unflinching, destructive dis- 
position some, even the better class 
collectors seems without excuse and ab- 
horent the lover life Nature. 

They would not think killing, even 
the Philippines, varying specimens the gen- 
Homo, merely for purposes anatomical 
study, embellish some museum settle 
disputed point faunal geography. And yet 
they have hesitation taking the lives 
other animals, who are some respects super- 
ior themselves, for just such purposes cur- 
iosity, or, what worse, for merely selfish am- 


November, 


bition. Beings who love and mate, who build 
homes with infinite labor and pains, with mar- 
velous wisdom these are hunted, 
robbed and killed, without any consideration 
their rights. 

these beings, wearing feathers, were any- 
thing but innocent, beautiful, useful, wonder- 
fully gifted with intelligence and the power 
flight; they were injurious, enemies and not 
friends that conceited being, man, might 
justified perhaps taking account 
their rights liberty and the pursuit 

And would seem that the representative 
ornithologist ought have some regard for 
their rights, and degree sympathy with 
birds living beings. But paraphrase 
very bad popular saying concerning Indians, 
they seem consider that only good bird 
dead bird. 

the September-October number the 
written article the rufous-crowned spar 
row, the description social colony 
little hillside opposite schoolhouse, where the 
birds obtained part their living doubt 
from the scraps remaining the childrens’ 
lunches. the teacher was date she 
taught the children lovers and protectors 
these But the ornith- 
ologist went across the road, and 
specimens were taken within area two 
three 

The writers handle their English 
They never say killed, slaughtered murdered 
but some such gentle word. For 
example, succeeding visit the same 
field, after finding nest, the mother bird ap- 
peared, ‘‘but was extremely wary. She flew 
past the bush and alighted but would not 
the nest. Then she flew the hill again 
when 

Now like say seriously, why one 
dozen birds should not have been sufficient, 
leaving six least enjoy life; also why the 
bright little mother should have been ‘‘collect- 
ed’’ merely for dissection show that her nest 
eggs was complete. 

And the writer “looking forward furth- 
investigation this sage brush home with 
renewed 

Among general news notes, observed that 
and have returned from 
extended trip with ‘‘a host interesting and 
valuable soft for dead 
birds. 

pleasing contrast, least, with 
these polite allusions destructive bird study, 
the beautiful article lady Berkeley, 
the Black-headed Grosbeak. the 
sympathetic study living sentiment being 
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loved and described without the 
its owner. 

believe the motto Bird-Lore, albeit 
the editor was once collector himself: 

bird the bush worth two the 

hope one will offended plain 
speaking. seems that the time has 
come emphasize more the study the living 
and study the dead. Young people 
are taking notes us, and very many 
them get the impression that ornithology 
means merely the collection eggs, nests and 
skins, will sorry time for the birds. 

The better trend thought beiieve, to- 
ward kind regard for, and sympathetic inter- 
est the native citizens the earth and air. 

Yours truly, 
GARRETT NEWKIRK. 
Pasadena. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED. 


BREWSTER LOWER CALIFORNIA BIRDS*— 
This paper nearly 250 pages much more 
than the unpretentious title would indicate. 
are accustomed see mere nominal lists 
species bearing such titles that Mr. Brew- 
ster’s paper. But his something out the 
ordinary. The reader fails properly realize 
its scope until has perused its many pages 
and studied some one the monographs which 
the accounts several species actually are. 
Mr. Brewster’s paper reality compen- 
dium all that known the 255 species 
found the region dealt with. 

The paper based primarily the collec- 
tions made Mr. Abbott Frazar who spent 
nine months Lower California 1887 Mr. 
Brewster’s interests. The collection numbered 
4,400 birds which have already afforded several 
novelties well series certain species 
previously known only from one two speci- 
mens. Mr. Frazar also kept field-notes some 
extent, and these, with extended critical re- 
marks specimens, constitute the new mater- 
ial offered the present paper. Four new 
forms are described new, namely, 
frazari, Megascops xantusi, 
Bubo virginianus elachistus and Tachycineta 
thalassina brachyptera. These are all confined 
far known southern Lower California. 
Thirty-six species are newly accredited the 
region. 

useful feature the paper carefully 
compiled Bibliography, and synonymies are en- 
tered complete for each the birds peculiar 

*Birds of the Cape Region of Lower California. By 
William Brewster. —Bull. Mus. Conp. Zool, XVI, Sep- 
tembker 1902, pp 1--242, with one map. 
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the region. These were prepared Mr. Wal- 
ter Deane, Mr. Brewster’s Assistant, and give 
evidence much pains-taking labor, which 
only those who have attempted similar work 
can appreciate. 

While evidently exhaustive for the Cape 
Region Lower California, and meant 
that region chiefly, the accounts many 
species cover the whole peninsula and often 
extend include the entire coast. Thus im- 
portant remarks are made regard num- 
ber birds Southern California and the 
State generally. Dendroica sonorana 
for the first time attributed California 
the basis skin Mr. Brewster’s collection 
taken Stephens Riverside, Sept. 14, 1881. 
This race the yellow warbler may therefore 
expected spring visitant the extreme 
southwest corner the State. 

the Pacific Coast are grateful Mr. 
Brewster for the present comprehensive review 
the birds the Cape Region. very 
convenient have hand paper the pre- 
sent character which one may turn for the 
latest information the region, knowing 
authoritative well. One not familiar 
with the scattered local literature might floun- 
der about for hours for some fact the distri- 
bution life history southern species, 
when moment’s reference such paper 
this would settle the point faras known. 
can only wish for more works similar 
nature for the different areas the 


CHAPMAN ALASKAN Chap- 
man reports collection birds received 
from the Kenai Peninsula and vicinity, giving 
list sixty-eight species with notes the 
field collector. The westward extension the 
known ranges Dendroica townsendi, Spinus 
pinus and Empidonax trailli particular 
note. Mr. Chapman adds critical notes gen- 
eral interest several species. The nomen- 
clature the Parus hudsonicus group forms 
receives another the third within few 
years. Lagopus leucurus peninsularis de- 
scribes new, and the same time the Rocky 
Mountain race lumped with 
Lagapus leucurus proper. This simply re- 
versing the case worked out Osgood two 
yearsago. Also form the Steller jay 
which names Cyanocitta stelleri borealis 
described from the Kenai Peninsula. 
termediate color between the Queen Char- 
lotte Island bird and that inhabitating the (ad- 
jacent) coast,’’ though geographically removed 
from the former. Judging from the description 

*List of Birds Collected in Alaska by the Andrew oF 
Stone Expedition of i901. By Frank M. Chapman. 
—Bulletin Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. XVI, Aug. 18, 1902, pp. 
231-247. 


the distinguishing characters are slight 
have been far adduced any author con- 
stitute nameable form. believe that all 
discernible geographical races occupying defin- 
ite areas should supplied with name, even 
though they recklessly diagnosed ‘‘not 
worth the naming’’ many specimen-labellers 
and popular writers. from the pres- 
ent paper and other scientific articles the 
same author Mr. Chapman believes too. 
But, the Audubonist who reads only 
would not think after the 
various editorials and reviews that magazine. 


SNODGRASS AND HELLER BIRDS 
CLIPPERTON AND 
present paper opens with description 
the physiographic features Clipperton and 
Cocos Islands, the former having ‘‘the distinc- 
tion being the only coral island the east- 
ern Pacific. 

Under the Systematic Account Birds are 
listed fifteen species, five which are land 
forms: Coccyzus ferrugineus, Nesotriccus ridg- 
wayi, Cocornis agassizi, Dendroica aureola 
from Cocos, and Chelidon erythrogater? from 
Clipperton. The greater part the paper con- 
sists technical descriptions the species. 
The measurements given Gygis candida 
(=G. alba Sparrm.) would indicate the form 
called alba kittlitzi, Hartert (Caroline 
diamesus, discovered the 
expedition, intermediate between 
the type diamesus with several fully adult 
specimens hawaitensis from Laysan Id. 
shows that the color differences can not de- 
pended upon inasmuch the color 
ensis variable, specimen matching quite 
satisfactorily the type diamesus. Further- 
more the bill the adult 
specimens are the same length that the 
type diamesus. The species must rest then 
the slightly longer wing, tail, and middle 
toe, and stouter bill. nesiotes from Clip- 
perton species similar brewsteri, 
somewhat larger with the brownish color the 
head and upper parts considerably paler. The 
measurements Cocornis agassizi are unfortu- 

The expedition successfully carried 
1898-99 Mr. Snodgrass and Mr. Heller added 
the region under consideration 
diamesus and Sula nesiotes, both new. The pres- 
ent paper certainly important addition 
our knowledge the ornis Cocos and Clip- 
perton Islands.—W. 

*Papers from the Hopkins Stanford Galapagos Expedi- 
tion, 1898-1899. XI. The Birds of Clipperton and Cocos 
Islands. By Robert Evans Snodgrass and Edmund 


Heller. —Proc. Washington Acad. Se, IV, pp. 501-520. 
Sept. 30, 1902. 
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Nos, I-I, I-I, I-3, 105 I-I, I-4, 
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326 I-2, 331 1-2 2-3 1-4, 349 
342 360 3621-2, 3651-5, 373 I-3, 
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Am. Woodcock. Will give $15 worth sets 
for set four. 
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Pa. 


WANTED.—I will give good exchange 
sets skins for skins Sparrows, Jun- 
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from unusual localities will pay reasonable cash 
price. 

JOSEPH GRINNELL, 
PALO ALTO, CAL. 
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MERTON SWAIN, 


Business Manager, 
WATERVILLE, MAINE. 


ALL 


STEVENS RIFLES AND PISTOLS 


ARE GUARANTEED TO BE 


SAFE, DURABLE AND 
THE RIFLE 


accurate rifle and prts every shot 
where you hold it. Weight pounds. 
Made three calibers—.22, .25 and .32 
Rim Fire. 
PRICE: 
No. 17, Plain Sights, $6.00 


No. 18, Target Sights, 


Where these rifles are not carried 
stock dealers will send, express 
prepaid receipt price. Send stamp 
for catalog describing complete line 
and containing valuable information 
shooters. 


American 


Published monthly Chas. Reed. 
year. 


Fine illustrations all 
AMERICA. The January number 


contains 
Srom life California 
Partridge, Texas Bob- 
white, Scaled Part- 
ridge, Wilson’s 

Thrush and Chick- 
adee. Also many other 
fine illustrations 
our birds, including 
colored plate the 
Long-billed Curlew. 


Monthly. 
year. 
Single copies 


cents. 


Mention “The Condor’ ®nd send for a copy: 
Volume I postpaid $1.00, We have same nicely 
bound in cloth $1.50 postpaid, containing over 175 
illustrations. A department for the YoUNG FoLKs 
Address American 

WORCESTER, MASS. 


ISOS OD ODD 


who are interested Birds, 


present could more appropriate than 


Bird-Lore for Christmas. 


a 
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received Christmas Day, the Christmas number Bird-Lore, card 
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Quarterly Journal Ornithology. 
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